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With Jaspar, Fatricia Hambrecht tackles a now carcer as powelry achiser

Phorograph by XRIL MOKITA

he label of whisde hlkower is o dubskas

homr ag best Bt Pavracia Hambsechr,

4 fremner president aof Chrizie's Moch

and South Auncrica, who cared the

reaniker in che price fixing scandal
thar rocked Sotheby's and Clariste’s in A6, mainrains
ghiat i1 Jends ieself favweably 1o ber lates endeavor, ITn
May, Hambrecht bignched Taspar,  Manhsmman jeaelry
achvisory comganmy

I awetburg, it wndersoores my negricy,” says Ham-
beeche, 52, who famously disclossd ber suspicions of a
conspiracy berasen the succion houses 1o Chrisue's
leraryers afver regrrung [roen tse compearsy in 15949,

Hambrecht, dressed head o tae in slawe Blee—
Valentine deess, Manolo Glahnik heels, Verdura wasch
2nd ratching Balenciaga handbag—is penched onasoba
iy her quew eftice nesr the Diamond Diserice. The well-
.appl:-:irl.‘.uﬂ L}'.IHI".L'H-I sale .-'|l_lll:i—\;.|Hlll tnisch i a needle
pllil":l Flil.ll‘ll.l.' rhar r=ags 1F THE SHOE FOTS, DY 17 In
EVERY (uLo, A sale Birpe eroagh m decble as 2 refriger
arne | in the cormer oppeeate her pedecrly ridy desk,
wlich beirs tan =narmous, averstefled Bolodeses
When Hambeecht jokes thar she is the world's mest
prganized persoa, it's hard to beliewe she's kidding.

Ar Taspmr, 1 Tambeechs visas ber role o alrin s Qo of
an ast adyiser, £ The pame Jaspar stands for Jeweloy
Agduisary Service Far Exvellence, o nanee she arcived ar
alter prsadivg che Eerionary in bed o flosimeken wock-
end b Bather thee sheplsrd Rarhkns through the anonien
pencess or pronare 4 Buscha for o collector thooegh privaze
dealers, Jespar deals only with jewelry, amasting cliens
lerkrineg by buy aned 1 sell—fronn 2 hushand seeking a
signed At Deca bracelet for b sibe wo g dnacdée ansios
1o u=ihiesd s eight-carar damond egapement fng.

*1 get paid 4o e odan T love, which is shog,” sos
Harahrechs, a jewelry collector i ber own righe, whose
persooal treasrs rrove inchisdes work by Jomes de
{ teenchy foc Tdfin amad e Gienaen company §lemanecke,
W bane=s=s in is vher o warn, ['m poing togo oot and fusd
the= L"lsu'u.u: ]:-_'5.1, [u'_|| M ||_|| I_|||_':|||||'n.||'|1 |'||: MEnEy Wil
v 1o sperd, When | saned 2 Chresie’sin BHE, Toookd
heree :ﬂ.um' L A |:|;,|,| I\.IL I_,1|:' fuasil s -.'.I' arkimers there
were: i fine arts. Mew irs 2 booming bosiness, Jewday =
thee et Eromizer”

Ao ot gresand thar [ iambireche knevas intimately.
The dauphaer of raro jewelry and antigques deales who
powreescd Bothschabd’s, one of Pew Ovlears’s mosz presat
givess shops, she grew up under che gavel, attendmy ber
Licst srcviom ar age sic “1've boen anouesd this workd my
FOrire ..il'ul" che s, [ 1988 Hambeechn, wha _F'_.'Jd'dJI.l\.'d

saurna o lide from Yale and por kes low degree 21
Harvard, joined Christie's 2 gerwsal counsel, She bevame
prozadent e vekrs birer, From 2000 1o 2003 she served
as the president of Harry Winston, tbeagh her alleged
habsirs thene eraded upsmesared] acrees the Mew Yok Pos's
Page S1x, where a colleague comparad Flambrechr's
speniding habics with these of Emelda Marcos and
ez her of Lvisg 2 petset, life on che campany's dime.
(¥ Winseon, Hambrecht sovs, "The transtion (o a
I:-u.||:|.|]'_!r\-|_r|.r_|||_'b;_| Lo, csiiness v e E'-:*-.m.'nr-_ql'.:.l mirﬂ.ﬂp.‘l o is
ditficuh. & number of people sid they v asiomshal [
:.Jh.l,l_'lJ H -_I |||R_:|$. r I |'k'§ "

Whike it's safe o smwouse that Flacey Winsron jewsls
o't fall ncer Jrespar's prnew for nos, Humbeochi s
at a Jers lor memchandiee, and she
relying on pemalegist and privaic
chialer Barrizia Ferencsl, a fromer
head af Chemies oy diepan-
raent, ioschsise oo seome qualiny and
watlue, "'l st ey e than
rezail,” swears Hambeecht, who
cliarpes 1 percent af the plece’s
Flril,'\_' L, al ;11||_'|1_|||__ El '\;..!'H|'.|||'\lr-1|'5.k'
commissico. { Her aysresicd mo-
i expenditars is 316,000.)
Juspu |:..:||5.|_| |'\q,||_[|rc:'|i||;|-; u.'irh pri-
ware banks that alfer ther clieens
llhlll':ll serdines.

“Barpurag 2 purece of jewrry is 5o
irrimidating,” suyes Hambaoechis
friered ared former Harmy Winson
q_'l_'u:;gl,p: Caml Fuwji-. whin fikers
Jepar's servives w thoss o deoos-
v pereides o cliens *1f yougooo 2
oo, et going feEer s
site taste, amd e oy o gy o
et ahose coar, Farry's burying foopoo at eduslcade”

Taste arxd CHPCTRIHT asxle, oiher colbagues sagpest
thar Tlambreche's mrengih lies m her abiliny 1o <drive 2
bard bargam. Frangeis e, che cheirman of Christie’s
Turepe, says, “Her Sorve s nepediaion. S was an excel
leret preneral cunaeed ol she s o Christe's.” In fact,
1larabrechr recenchy dabbled in1be an sdvisory business,
negrtiating on bekall of de Lee W Fasman must for che
sl oof Easrmein's a0 collecion, vakied at 350 sullien In
Feadds oo chee avction block a1 Claiste’s in Movember, a
s.j]l.'I[.:|.|:|||_|||_'|_||I_||h:r~ir-\.:-xl'll"'lll‘|.

O course, with Jaspar, Hambreodu bopes rebean
auctian-kouse fture again. “Tr's like cding a hicyde,”

shie says. “Ii all comes bark.” ALISON BURWELL

“In 1988 I could have counted on two hands the number of
advisers there were in fine arts. Jewelry is the next [rontier.”
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Jespar's Patricia Hambrecht 20
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