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Madame BIjOUX

Fqual parts personal shopper W® and market

expert, Patty Hambrecht knows jewelry like few others.
BY STELLENE VOLANDES

Manmdarin=garmet arsd Knitted clirine
warrings fram Hemmerle, 515,000

i

HE FIRST PIECES OF

jewedry you Il want Pacey

IHambrecht to source for you

are every sayrle thingy she has

o the James de Chvenchy moon
sposme andd diamnged earrmgs, thi st
bengrh sring of Venettan glis beads,
the antgue mioon ring Fshioned out
of 2 Pth-century moonstone broocls,
the peard and chaleedony braceler,
the Werdura brand warch. (Sorry, the
date-hoed Armiam soar, bogterdly
embrossed Bottes tote, three
inch-high Manolo shimghacks,
Alam Pinon hammoat, amd 24 Fau
hourg parfum are oot anchaded.}

Persomnal shopper secis fou
cTass a term o describe Ham
brechr, 2 Wabe- and Harvard
edeared lrarver ancd the farmer
presdent of Flarry Winston,
bt ot doses get to the heart of
_].1~p.|r_ rI'u'-_|-.".'.'|'Ir:.' .'u|'-.':|'--.:-|'g.'
service she beynin bt vear, Ol

"“"’_'l

Fatty Hambrecht
| Oacar di la Festa
and Manoio Bishnik

crts arrive at her Miew York

Green beryl ring with green
aarnets and Samonds, fram TaMin
By James de Gluenchy $50,000

Diaenond hrooch wlih emerald,
= G, TEED, price =pon reguEst
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office or summen ler we theis swith a jewelry orisis, Sometimes
it i a stranghtforswand reguoest sech as o1 wonld like a sapphine
and chamond browocl or braceler For ooy weite’s sicrierh birthday
I weant to spend owenty thousand dollaes” Sometimes ics not
“1 weant a Aveoples-cast blue diamond. Yes, [ know there are
only twn in the world” Diesire abio takes morne abstract forms:
1 wane el hnks—outrageous—egrecn! ™ or “1 want something
coral for ey browen-laeeed swile™ or 71 need a necklace chat
wirks with the colors i the pring of the dress 'mowearing 1o
vy son's bar mitevah”

lhe two enommous Rolodexes thar sic o Hambrecht's antigque
desk contaan 200 vears of jewelry and am—world conmcts, gving
her—awhile clad perbaps in black sleeveless cshmere, 3 white
sacm Lanvan skirt with black sequin-flower appligues, Harry
Wirston Mesisippd pead eareings, and dhree baroque peard brace.
lets from a market i [sznbal
Famnously elusive JATL o the guys whe track art fraud at Scot-
lane ¥ard. For each of the very real requests mentioned abowve,
Flambrecht delivered the moods. Yes, even thar blue diamond,

cnrree 0o everyone from the

private comnmssons, and Mew Yorks James de CGovenclye Both
wirked ab the avcton hovse i the eardy minetaes, when Ham
brecht was its general counsel. Then there & Stefin Hemmerle,
a German goldsmith whose exguisitely simple work 15 only
available i the Umted States through Hamboeche, Ther collal
oraron hegan when Haombrecht was ae the Maaserocht Art Far
tor Harry Winston and found herself Teaving the Winston booth
again and agraim o visit a pair of Hemmedes diamosd ad
smoky quarty earrings just across the asde.

Jewelry, Hambreche adimats, has been o bfeloag affae. "by
parents had an antigque store m New Crdeans aod they ook me
o the auctioms at Chrstie™ she saya. "l those davs Toas svens
pased around a eable and oy mether bad on pieces by blinking,
When | owas six | held the gara of the Ducheis ol Wesnminsoe
oy hamds” (Buch faoaly auetion outings hit 2 soag wlhien li-
the eaghe-eyed Patty broke the secnct catalogue code thar the
venerable London dealer 5. Fluallips used o order Lo accond-
g b has imtenest. He was oot amased. "Please bave thar chald
renennedd Froam thee mooan,” le negquesoed.

SDI’I’IE FEQUEStS dare Slml]|e “1'd like a sapphire bracelet for my wife.”

Some are not: “I want a five-carat blue diamond. Yes, | know there are only two in the world.”

“I ks jewelry” Hambreche says. =1 know the people who
make 16, who lus the Best vintage pieces, and whe has che stomes”
Her office on 608 Filth Avenue
was strategically chosen to put her
i direet contacy with the cinys best estane dealers, those macees

reterred o in the tmade as the

antaguee peweley building

sible tor the seneral public bur who can ger a sixoes Seaman
Schepps conl and gold link braceler or a thirties Hene Bowan
agrate and pearl ring when a client needs it, $he also has what
she calls her Cliristic alumoi neowork, contemporary jewelers
such as the Hong Koog-based Edmond Chin, who only does

Bakellte brooch with yellow
and Blask diamands, from Dankel
Brash, price upon reguast

Foaday the eye ocuses on cracking her clienss’ codes. =1 usa-
ally koevw whar 1 s savs Janie Miven, vice chairman ag
Sothebas, "l [ don’t know how o articalace i [ dont knew
stomees and [ don't know whar things cost, Parry does the leg-
worrk and Brings vou things o choose fram. 1 would never do
all that romome arownd from one place 1o another nyselt,

' gree onns, O 1 owvould ger taken” Hambrechs tound Miven
exactly the Kind of discreet diamond wedding band he wanred
For hes then Gancdée, And latee, when e wked her o find him
suanetliing elegant tor bis davghrers 35ch birthday, she direcred
harn steazhe to James de Givenchy

“Paey has impeccable pere,” savs Ellen Gendler, ML 2 Mew
Yoak dermarclogiss who spent a year searchingg

[ Ij:_-hl'r.-.-.':_-i:,-hr_ ||_:-.'.'-k|_~':. diarmond '|mr:-|'--: unrel
Hambeecht had a pair made for her in nraniem
A1 T siid was chat 1 wanted anes | conld wear
for dressy occasions bor also o

dinner. Plas T|'||_"'\_I.' had g b
rommiforrable. And different,

Yhe skerched |='-.'.'u':l:.' the mar

rings | had been looking for”

Crendler savs, 1 give her name

to everyoar who wants o bay
begueatul and unusoal jewelre”

“RETVICE CONTRS O ITENNY

formes,” poings oue Hambrecht,
who takes her mole a5 advisor seroushy When a ch

ent showed her o diamond and pearl estace necklace
for which a private dealer had offered 30,000, Ham
bgeche rald her o turn dowmn the [:T\-:'-|1L:-u'.| amd Jut
the necklace up for sucton, Just a few months later ot
|-"|'”"-"Fh'- i a bad of S156,0000,
aspar, &08 1t Avesoee, Mew Yoy 2125355423,



